THE FRIENDS OF THE FOUR WORLD CENTRES WENT TO THE U.S.A.
A seed was sown whilst attending the 75th birthday celebrations at Our Chalet when I met Diane White a member from Massachusettes.  She mentioned the Edith Macy centre outside New York which is used for training Girl Scout leaders.  After eighteen months in the planning a group of nineteen from the UK, three Friends from the States and three Friends from Canada attended the first international gathering of our Friends.
Edith Macy is situated about an hour away by train from New York and is set in 405 wooded acres on a mountainside in the prestigious Westchester County.  In the woods is the Great Hall where the first ever World Conference was held in 1926 when 29 Countries and members from all over the United States attended.
We enjoyed the 8 star (at least) accommodation and walking around the grounds admiring the various other buildings such as the tree houses, a keep fit building, and various other buildings for the use of camps. Wild life that was seen included, deer, chipmunks and wild turkeys.

We planned two trips into New York to view the statue of Liberty, Ellis Island and the usual trips up the Empire state building where two from the group were engaged, we saw Broadway, Ground Zero, and the nearby church with all the reminders of that dreadful occurrence as well as a shopping visit to Macys.  No connection with the Girl Scout centre.

Another day we hired a coach and visited Tarrytown where Washington Irving used to live and where he based his famous story of the Legend of Sleepy Hollow. We continued to visit the Rockefeller home and Lyndhurst House stopping on the way for Champagne and toast provided by the tour guide.

We were privileged to receive a Macy lamp brooch each from the Friends from the States in a ceremony performed in the Friendship room. Only participants receive these.
We were very sad to leave our Friends to go home whilst the UK group travelled by train to Boston and on to Waltham to camp at Cedar Hill which was given by Helen Storrow to the Scouts in Massachusettes.  There we all stayed in a large wooden building with everyone (men and women) sharing one room full of bunk beds.  Diane the friend I had met at Our Chalet provided us with all our needs for the two night stay including blankets.  We had taken our own cotton sheets and a pillow case.  On this lovely wooded site are campsites, a swimming pool, housing for the warden, and a small house which is now a museum dedicated to Helen Storrow.  On display were uniforms, and Lady BP’s famous hat. Lord and Lady BP’s signatures were in the visitor’s book.

We were greeted by afternoon tea in the museum prepared by one of the ladies who are involved with its care, and on Saturday several came with their cars to take us to visit the former house of Helen Storrow where as she would have done we were given strawberries to eat on the lawn.  We visited her grave in the Lincoln cemetery where we found the stone set in rhododendrons.
A coach trip on Saturday afternoon to Lexington and Concord to learn of the Revolution where the British were defeated by the Americans. This seemed to be a favourite trip.  We saw a musket fired and learned of the Minute men who were prepared to turn up to fight at short notice.

Our holiday concluded with two nights spent in Boston where we learned more of its history by following the Freedom trail and of course discussing the Boston tea party although the water in that area has been reclaimed and built on we got as near as possible.

The idea of the trip was to further interest in the Friends of the Four World Centres and I believe this was achieved as already plans are being started with ideas for further visits perhaps this time to Savannah where Juliette Low the founder of girl scouting lived.  The get together engendered a lot of enthusiasm for the Friends with all hopefully going home with renewed vigour to promote
