Barbara Kingston (nee Lucas) wrote:

‘I was delighted to see the photo of the Tudor weekend at Broneirion in the November Trefoil Magazine, as it brought back many happy memories. I was full time trainer for Wales at the time and am in the photograph. The weekend took place in July 1972 and I have managed to find a number of photos of the occasion. It was an attempt to encourage guiders to view the ‘new’ programme of 1968 in an imaginative way, and included ‘the arts’ in a themed weekend. I have a press cutting from the County Times and Express Gazette – the local paper to Powys at that time in which it states; ‘Guiders from all over Wales attended the three day course on the sixteenth century Tudor period. Music, arts, literature, drama, architecture and the cuisine of the period were sampled.’ 
 
I remember learning to dance the Pavaan on the lawn and we visited a stately home. A local historian taught us about the welsh culture of the time. I remember him telling us that Drovers walked cattle and poultry many miles over the mountains to market and that geese were walked through tar to strengthen their webbed feet for walking!! 
 
Sue Stephens and friend led music sessions and she had hand bells with her according to another photograph. John Mills and wife dealt with art of the period. I remember Jean Phillips a Brownie Dip from Abergavenny overseeing the banquet that was the culmination of the weekend and that the celebrated dish was stargazy pie!
I believe other themed weekends may have been held at other training centres. I remember as a young guider attending a course at Waddow when we acted some of the Canterbury Tales that also involved dressing in costume for the final event.’
