How to take a good photograph – 

easy tips and advice from Margaret Whittaker
It is true that taking a photograph captures a single moment in time that never was before, and never will be again.

With the advent of digital photography, it is also true that sometimes the pictures we see around us are not actually, what was recorded at the time. They have been “photo shopped”. For those who have no clue to this meaning – it has been manipulated digitally on a computer. This means you can improve/adjust/amend a picture to make it look better.

Today’s modern cameras are packed full of gadgetry, which most people neither use, nor have any interest in. It is the age of “point and press” and if you make a mistake, it costs nothing and you simply delete your shots.

A few simple rules can turn a good picture into a superb picture.

A 5mp (megapixel) camera can produce an A4 sized photograph of excellent quality suitable for framing and putting on a wall.

For a true photographer nothing is more irritating than the person who sees one of your good photographs and says “you must have a good camera”

A good camera (i.e. expensive) in the wrong hands can produce nothing

of note, but a little skill can go a long way to producing a good image regardless of the equipment.

If you are trying to capture your Guild, and the spirit of what “Trefoil” is all about, perhaps these next few pointers might help. 

Thinking about what you are doing and looking at what you are taking makes a good start. If you want a record of the “cake being cut” for the archives so be it, but published in a magazine – ask yourself this - is anyone else really interested in the subject?

SO

1) Read the instruction book that came with your camera (own up I bet you never really looked at it)

2) Keep the camera in a case when not in use to keep it clean – dust spots show up on digital images

3) Make very sure your battery is always charged if a re-chargeable one, or if using ordinary batteries carry spares with you at all times

4) LOOK at what you are taking – ask yourself is it interesting?

5) Compose your shot 

6) If you cannot get everything in do NOT lean backwards, step backwards, if necessary… several times

7) Hold the camera steady (stand with your feet apart) elementary but I assure you – it will avoid an out of focus picture

8) If you want to get rid of a messy background, bend your knees you will be amazed at what a different perspective it can produce

9) On a sunny day when taking pictures of people use the flash to “fill in” the shadows

10) If people are doing something – let them carry on “doing” and press the shutter at the right moment – when it looks interesting 

11) If you are taking a group shot ask everyone if they can see you, if they can then the camera (and you) can see them

12) Ask people to smile and stop talking (Trefoil???)  if only for a moment

13) Do not photograph directly into the sun, have it behind you or to the side of you

14) Clear the clutter – nothing worse that empty coffee cups/dirty plates/wine glasses (!) etc in the foreground

15) Try the camera on one of the many choices of setting available

 e.g. shutter priority (be brave and try it) and use a fast speed to record ACTION e.g.  TG members swinging in a tree

16) To get in close use the zoom button but DO NOT set the camera on digital zoom only optical zoom. (This will be a setting in your menu)

Confused?  Read the manual - but simply put optical uses the lens optics whereas digital enlarges by cropping and you lose quality

17)  If your camera has a SCENE mode and you are taking pictures of people, set the scene for PORTRAIT mode. Don’t just shoot on auto all the time   

18) If you are taking a lot of photographs make sure you have a memory card big enough to record the images. Cameras have settings for photo size to be saved e.g. normal/medium/fine – do not go for the lowest setting

19) Most cameras focus on the centre spot so focus on your subject, lock it in by pressing the shutter button halfway then re-compose your shot. This is where “rule of thirds” comes in, in relation to good composition. Painters used the principal years ago so it is good advice – I leave you to find out about it 

20) Finally- the camera is a tool, use it properly and you will reap the benefits with good, exciting, interesting, in focus, vibrant pictures
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"One picture that could not be composed, that no items in the way be cleared, that you could not ask the subject to pose. A moment in time!  Mr Grizzly priceless bear”
Photo taken by Margaret Whittaker and photographed at Vermillion Lakes, Banff, Canada
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